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Continued  large  exports  from  South  America  and  larger  intra- European  trade 
pushed  world  trade  in  red  meat  to  new  record  levels  during  1957-  Total 
world  exports  of  about  5*6  billion  pounds  were  3  percent  above  195^.  Ex- 
ports from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  dropped  somewhat,  but  European  imports, 
sparked  by  large  British  demand,  increased  7  percent.    North  American  im- 
ports €l1so  rose  sharply  as  a  result  of  continued  strong  demand  and  reduced 
output  in  the  United  States. 


3/4  OF  MEAT'EXPORTS  COME  FROM 
5  COUNTRIES;  U.K.  TAKES  2/3  OF  IMPORTS 

Exporting  Countries  Importing  Countries 


5,647  Mil.  Lbs.  5,300  Mil.  Lbs. 


*  INCLUDES  BEEF,  VEAL,  PORK,  MUTTON.  LAMB.  GOAT  AND  HORSEMEAT,  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS. 
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MEAT  3/:    International  trade,  average  1951- 55 ^  annual  1956  and  I957 


Country  or  area 


•  Exports 

Imports 

•  Average 

;  19^6  2/ 

:  Average 

:  1956  £/ 

p/ 

'  1951-55 

1957  ^ 

1957  ^ 

:  Mil. lbs. 

:  Mil. lbs. 

:  Mil. lbs. 

:  Mll.Ibs. 

:  Mil. lbs. 

:  Mil. lbs. 

• 

:  316 

303 

333 

:  kh6 

630 

:  139 

:  192 

199 

:  k39 

'  356 

:  52i^ 

:  177 

111 

13^ 

:  80 

:  90 

:  106 

:  1,01^5 

1,813  ' 

1,817 

k2 

29 

:  25 

:  IA36 

l,h66 

1,663 

3,1^ 

k,lk2 

.  ^,^17 

:       -  : 

- 

- 

:  2,687 

3,319 

3,513 

>                   It  CI 

451 

o20 

900 

PIP 

?26  , 

SI 

76 

105 

51 

36 

55 

88 

:  52 

'  k6 

18 

27 

22 

:  1,265 

1,558  • 

1,^29 

:  i^,326 

5,509  : 

5,61^7 

:  3,9H 

^,83^^ 

5,300 

North  America  -  Total. . 

IMlted  States  

Other  

Sotrth  America  

Western  Europe  -  Total. 

United  Kingdom  

Other  

Eastern  Europe  3/  

U.S.S.R.  3/  

Asia  

Afl'ica  

Oceania  

World  total  


:                  Net  Exports 

Net  Imports 

North  America  -  Total. . . : 

:  231 

143 

:  297 

:  320 

164 

325 

'  89 

:  21 

:  28 

1,003 

:  1,784 

•  1,792 

Western  Europe  -  Total. . : 

:  1,704 

2,676 

i  2,754 

'  2,687 

•  3,319 

:  3,513 

983 

\  '643 

759 

175 

:        275  . 

283  . 

105 

:  51 

:       "  36 

"  3^^ 

'  16  : 

'  24 

55 

88 

"  94 

1,265 

:  1,558 

1,429 

1/  All  meats  converted  to  carcass  weight  equivalent  includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  mutton 
and  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  live  animals,  edible  variety  meats,  lard,  rabbit 
and  poultry. 

2/  Preliminary.       ^  Trade  with  £ree  world  only. 


Imports  do  not  balance  with  exports  because  data  for  a  n\jmber  of  importing  countries  are 
not  included  in  this  summary.  Also  imports  for  some  countries,  included  in  the  summary, 
are  not  reported. 
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World  trade  in  19^8  is  expected  to  show  little,  if  any,  increase  over  1957 
as  increased  domestic  production  in  the  large  importing  areas,  and  stable, 
or  slackening  slau^ter  in  exporting  areas  retard  international  movements. 

North  America 

The  most  striking  featirre  of  the  North  American  meat  trade  during  1957  was 
the  sharp  rise  in  U.  S.  imports.    Reduced  slaiighter  in  the  United  States 
and  a  contin\iing  strong  demand  pushed  up  meat  prices.    U.  S.  imports  from 
New  Zealand,  AiistreLlia,  Canada,  Mexico,  Argentina  and  Ireland  rose  in 
response  to  hi^  domestic  prices.    Although  U.  S.  exports  for  the  year  were 
high,  cessation  of  Public  Law  480  sales  early  in  the  year  reduced  foreign 
sales  sharply  during  the  second  half  of  1957*    Imports  d\iring  1958  are  ex- 
pected to  exceed  9  million  pounds,  about  80  percent  above  1957*    During  1957 
U.  S.  beef  and  veal  imports  were  37^  million  pounds,  lamb  and  mutton  were 
k  million,  and  pork  imports  were  I90  million  pounds. 

Canadian  trade  also  rose  during  195 7 •    Exports  of  carcass  beef  to  the  United 
States  climbed  sharply  diaring  the  second  part  of  1957  while  imports  from 
Oceania  also  rose. 

North  American  imports  in  195^  are  expected  to  increase  sharply  over  1957^ 
while  exports  will  probably  continue  to  drop. 

South  America 

South  American  meat  exports  during  1957  were  about  equal  to  the  high  level 
of  a  year  ear3J.er  and  were  56  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    There  were 
increases  over  1951-55  in  all  the  ma^or  meat  exporting  countries  of  the  area. 
^^^S®  Argentine  exports  reduced  cattle  herds.    Production  and  exports  in 
Argentina  are  expected  to  remain  at  1957  levels  during  195^;  or  to  show  a 
sli^t  decline.    Although  Uruguayan  exports  recovered  somewhat,  labor  strife 
in  the  export  packing  plants  is  expected  to  reduce  195^  shipoaents  sharply. 
Brazil  *  s  meat  exports,  although  lower  than  in  195^^  were  still  considerably 
above  the  1951-55  average.    Brazil  is  expected  to  ship  an  equal,  or  slightly 
larger  tonnage  during  1958* 


The  general  outlook  for  South  America 
exports.    Total  exports,  however,  are 

Western  Europe 


during  1958  is  for  moderately  smaller 
expected  to  remain  above  1951-55  levels. 


Western  Europe  imports  rose  7  percent  during  1957*    The  United  Kingdcm  con- 
tinued to  be  the  ma^or  importer,  taking  almost  80  percent  of  total  Western 
E\aropean  imports  and  66  percent  of  the  world  total.    Although  U.  K.  imports 
rose  substantially  during  1957,  they  have  declined  somewhat  in  I958.  Re- 
duced imports  of  beef  from  Argentina  and  New  Zealand  have  not  been  offset 
by  increased  domestic  production.    Beef  prices  have  risen  sharply  during 
the  second  half  of  1958  and  consramption  has  dropped  somewhat. 
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MEAT  1/:    Intemational  trade,  selected  countries,  average  19^-55 > 

annual  19^  and  1957 


Continent  and  country- 


Average 
1951-55  2/ 


1956  y 


• 

Exports  , 

'  Imports  J 

Exports 

\  Imports 

•  Exports  : 

Imports 

1,000 

f  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

!    1,000  : 

1,000 

; 

pounds  J 

pounds 

pounds 

5  pounds 

►    pounds  5 

pounds 

orth  America:  : 

:  : 

Canada* •••••••••••••• 

106,380  ' 

52,U95  ' 

•  86,309 

\  Ii6,li36 

!    101,037  : 

6l,2Ui 

67,119 

1,176  J 

23,908 

\  l,6Ul 

\     31,918  : 

7,295 

United  States • ••«•••••: 

139,000 

\    i;59, 000 

\  192,000 

!  356,000 

\    199,000  : 

52li,000 

!          372  s 

:  1,620 

"iii 

!  32,lt72 

:  33,618 

35,09li 

3,U79 

785 

703 

^  1,798 

!       1,120  : 

653 

Total  North  America.: 

316,019 

!   5U6,6oo  ' 

'  303,1;20 

!  I4ii6,113 

!    333,075  : 

629,886 

1957  i/ 


South  America:  ; 

Argentina  :  829,306 

Brazil  :  17,015 

Chile  :  1,706 

Paraguay  :  22,599 

Peru  :   

Uruguay  :  17U,l55 

Venezuela  •«  ..•,..: 


Total  South  America.  :1,0U;, 781 


Europe: 

Austria •••••.•••••^ 

Belgium-Luxembourg , 

Denmark  , 

Finland  

France  ••••  , 

Germany,  Westo...., 

Greece  •  , 

Iceland*  •  •••«. 

Ireland****   , 

Italy ••*•*••••*.••. 

Netherlands  , 

Norvjay**  , 

Portugal .  *  < 

Spain  

S-vfeden  , 

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom* •*., 


3,003 
2U,526 
773,956 
3,9U8 
126,665 
38,988 

805 
157,939 
13,253 
270,682 
li,231 
5,599 
395 
11,191 
677 


32 

13,909 


Total  West  Europe*. *:1, 14.35,358 

Bulgaria  il/  :" 

Czechoslovakia ••••**••: 
Germany,  East  )\/ 
Hungary  ' 
Poland 
Rumania  _ 
Yugoslavia 


iT,  iJiast  y  

T  *•*••••*..*• 

.?/::::;;;:::;: 


39,Uoo 
136,285 
396 
21,920 


Total  East  Europe.*.:  211,9^2 
Total  Europe  


8,200 
5,l;63 

15,286 
13,U97 


l,5U8,9la 
32,811; 

800 
13,558 

216,399 


U2,ia;6 


1,812,512 


6,011; 
1;1,661; 
1,510 
2,056 

73,iao 

129,3l;3 
11,019 
116 

83,li97 
36,172 

1,311; 

1,651 
12,140. 
3li,386 
18,390 
2,686,730 


912 
33,715 
769,831 
137 
125,079 
30,361; 

5,106 
117,901 
15,035 
310,988 
7,020 
3,369 
170 
15,651; 
313 


3,139,713 


1,165,674 


151 
16,710 
ll;,880 
1;,192 
888 
320 


106 
13,538 

9,797 
5,282 


l,5U9,83l;  : 
25,872 
762 
18,210 

221,881 


28,723 


1,816,559 


6,858 
55,385 
63 
3,U57 
73,667 
327,108 
33,198 


150,909 
67,357 
929 

1;2,597 
30,1;89 
30,172 
3,318,899 


1,U73 
17,181; 
910,9l;5 

111,019 
37,073 

5,170 
151,609 
23,013 
369,727 
3,5U9 
3,li83 
138 
28,i;52 
296 


:  73,670 

:  65,731; 

:  26,7l;3 

:  3,513,U;9 


i;,ll*2,088 


1,663,231 


l,iM  :  ll;,560 
  :  20,000 


187,153 
72,159 


5,1;87 


19l;,U;8 
97,399 


37,li^l 


326,356  :  50,81^7 


358,61;7 


1,61^7,800  :3,176,851;  :1,792,030  il;,192,935  :2,021,878  :  l;,i;92,681; 


MEAT  l/j    International  trade,  selected  countries,  average  1951-55, 
annual  1956  and  1957 — Continued 


Continent  and  country 

Average 

;        1956  y 

1957  i/ 

1951-55  2/ 

Exports    :  In^xjrts 

'  Exports    :  Iir5X)rts    :  E:!^orts  s 

In^jorts 

U.  S.  S.  R. (Europe 
and  Asia)  k/  

Africa: 

Madagascar  

Rhodesia  and  Ityasaland: 
Union  of  So.  Africa. 

Total  Africa  < 

Asia: 

Israel  •  

Japan.  

Philippines  


Total  Asia, 


Oceania: 

Australia  , 

New  Zealand..*...^ 


Total  Oceania., 


*  1,000 

*  pounds 

: 

;  1,000    1  1,000    1  1,000    ;  i,ooo  ; 

pounds    •    pounds    *    pounds    *    pounds  ' 

i                t  I 
105, 25h  :                  :     51,000  :   

1,000 
pounds 

: 

:  12,792 
:  16,179 
:  22,981 

„  :       5,695  »  ~ 
6,610  :       9,390  :  17,931 
11,532  :     27,751  :  9,096 

9,U95 
'     31,086  • 

lli,232 
7,903 

:  $1,9$^ 

•     18,11;2  :     U2,839  :  27,030 

■  1^5,581 

22,135 

t 

:  3U7 
:  — 

I  : 

'     20,799  :          —  . 

11,85U  :  790 
•     21,882  :  — 

36,291 
'  5,812 
16,035 

U65  ' 

13,178 
50,li08 

:  3U7 

!     51,535  :         790  :  88,138 

li65 

93,586 

i  171,166 
:  793,908 

:                :                :  J 
5          —  :    619,536  :          —  :  551,287 
—  :    938,320  :          —  :  877,820 

:l,265,07ii 

  :1,557,856  :    :l,l29,107 

:li,325,976 

i3,9U3,831  i5,509,iUi7  iu,833,939  i5,6U6,665 

5,299,51*8 

1/  All  meats  converted  to  carcass  wei^t  equivalent — includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  mutton 
and  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  live  animals,  edible  variety  meat,  lard,  rabbit 
and  poultry  meat. 

2/  In  some    instances  averages  are  for  less  than  5  years. 
3/  Preliminaiy.    k/  Trade  -with  free  world  only. 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  U.  S. 
Agricultural  Attaches,  and  other  U.  S.  representatives  abroad. 

Foreign  Agricultxiral  Service,  1958. 


West  German  imports  dropped  in  response  to  increased  domestic  production. 
Although  West  Germany  was  a  large  importer  of  Argentine  frozen  carcass  beef 
during  1956,  these  imports  dropped  sharply  as  West  Germany  limited  imports 
to  support  dcanestic  prices.    Pork  imports  have  also  been  restricted. 

Italian  imports  rose  sharply  during  1957  and  have  continued  large  in  1958. 

France  changed  from  a  net  exporter  to  a  net  importer  of  meat.    The  shift 
to  French  imports  would  have  been  even  more  pronounced  if  shipments  of 
slaughter  animals  also  had  been  included.    At  present  France  is  closely 
controlling  its  imports  and  is  encoirraging  exports  to  conserve  foreign  ex- 
change. 

Danish  exports  rose  sharply,  reflecting  increased  domestic  production  and 
strong  foreign  demand.    Most  of  Denmark's  meat  exports  are  in  the  form  of 
hog  sides  to  the  United  Kingdom.    Heavy  hog  slaxa^ter  in  that  country  this 
year  has  weakened  prices  and  reduced  Danish  earnings.    Dutch  and  Irish  ex- 
ports also  rose. 
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Eastern  Europe 


Eastern  European  trade  vith  non-CoBiiiiunist  countries  increased  in  1957 •  Both 
Polish  and  Yugoslavian  exports  and  Czechoslovakian  and  East  German  imports 
rose. 

U.S.S.R. 

Russian  imports  ftom  non- Communist  areas  dropped  sharply.  Although  the  Soviet 
Union  is  a  large  importer  of  meat  and  meat  products,  most  of  its  trade  is  with 
the  CofflHiunist  bloc.    It  imports  much  pork  from  CoBmunist  China. 

Oceania 

Drought  in  Australia  increased  livestock  slaughter  "but  reduced  meat  produc- 
tion in  1957 •    Exports  suffered  but  are  expected  to  recover  slightly  in  1953* 
Hew  Zealand  exports  dropped  also.    Beef  shipments  fell  sharply.    New  Zealand 
exports  for  195^  are  expected  to  recover  to  the  195^  level. 

In  late  1958>  talks  between  U.  K.  emd  Australian  representatives  in  London 
resulted  in  several  important  changes  in  the  Australian- United  Kingdcm  long- 
term  meat  agreement.    Under  the  new  provisions,  Australia  can  ship  manu- 
fcuituring  beef,  lamb  and  mutton  to  markets  outside  the  U.  K.  without  restric- 
tion.   Previous  to  this,  all  AustraULan  meat  exports,  except  for  a  relatively 
small  "free  quota"  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.    In  return,  the  United  Kingdom 
guaranteed  Austral  1  a  a  minimum  price  for  its  beef.    Only  first  and  second 
class  beef  carcasses  now  I'emain  under  a  quota. 

It  is  expected  that  lihese  changes  will  result  in  the  diversion  of  an  appre- 
ciable quantity  of  low  grade  beef  and  mutton  and  lamb  to  the  United  States 
during  the  last  quarter  of  195^        dxiring  1959  • 
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